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The Communitarian Scene from all Over and Under 
Compiled (and partly translated) by ���������	
�
 

Seems to me that of late, two mostly contradictory trends are at 
work and we find ourselves unable to make up our minds about 
which one we would rather adopt; individuation on one hand, and 
globalization on the other. And as usual in such cases, we are trying 
a bit of juggling - to enjoy the benefits of both of them at once, and 
let the future resolve the dilemma for us with the help of God, and nature, of course.  
 
Take healthcare as an example. Obviously we would like to have all the care modern 
medicine can provide, which is quite a lot (and more coming up) but sadly, an extremely 
costly affair. So what is the solution? Either private medical insurance, which only wealthy 
people can afford, or government medicare, which implies higher taxes and bureaucratic 
dependence, plus (frequently) lack of efficiency. Or consider ecological problems like air and / 
or water pollution. Of course these and many other issues cannot be resolved on a local basis, 
not even separate one-country solutions would be viable, as those depend on the worst of all 
factors: politics!  
 

There is that nice little story about the Scorpion 
asking the Frog to carry him across this river. "No 
way", says the Frog – "you're going to sting me". 
"Certainly not", replies the Scorpion, "that wouldn't 
make sense at all. Look at the sky, there is a storm 
coming up, we have to hurry"! Frog lets himself be 
convinced, against his better wisdom, and takes 
Scorpion froggyback. In the middle of the river, sure 
enough, he gets his sting and complains to Scorpion: 
"What have you done, now we are both going to 
drown, that doesn't make sense". Just before going 
under, Scorpion manages to reply dryly: "Well, this 
is the Middle East for you, my dear"!  

 
In 'Communities' # 136 of Fall 2007, the 'Peripatetic Communitarian', the late Geoph Kozeny 
regaled us with his usual blunt openness on his most intimate thoughts and feelings, after 
being diagnosed with pancreatic cancer, in a fairly advanced phase. You cannot but admire 
this guy's plunk, "looking forward to being among the 2 percent (that survive.... ) and 
aspiring to enjoy the experience of becoming an inspiring example of a contemporary medical 
miracle, although mainstream medical statistics say that 98 percent of the folks diagnosed 
with that kind of cancer are gone within a year".  
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Featuring another who is no longer with us, in what must have been one of his very last 
writings, our beloved late 'Communes Desk' secretary Sol Etzioni expressed his 'credo' about 
what we used to call "Renewing Kibbutz" and I prefer to denominate (some might call it 
demonicate ... ) "Regressing Kibbutz". Obviously, when a collective community introduces 
differentiated salaries, it can no longer pretend to be an egalitarian society, even with the 
excuse of a safety-net (which frequently shows more holes than meshes). Apparently 
'Communities' published Sol's letter without realizing its being posthumous:  
�
,-&.
��&+���/����
"�'��
������
���0���
��'�����
	���
1
���"	��������
���
�
����
����������
�
�
������
"�
�
�
���
��
�
�
�


�
�������
�
���

���
�������
�	��
���*� �
�

�
����
���
��2
��3
������	�1��������4�	
!��
/����
"�1
������#�
���&�
�
��$ �
�
�����
�
�
/����
"����������������
&	�������������
�
������������
	�,-��
��	�&��
���
���������	
�
��%���
��
��	��
���
��������������
��	�����
	��
�����������
���
��
�	5�
��
��	��
����
�	�
�����
��
�	�����������������������

��
�
���������
���
�������
�����
���������
�
�
���	�	������	
����
���

����������
	��
		�
������
��
��
��
�	��'��
����
�
��
����
�
����
��
�
�
�
�
����
�
�
���
��������
�
�
6''7���
	��

�
�
����
�
��
�������
�
��
�����
"������
����
�	��������
��	���	����
�
�
�
��
��	�
�������
�"
��#	���	

��
�������
��
	�
����1
������#�
�����	����
���
��
����

���		����
����
�������	������	����8����
����
����������
����	������
�5�
��
��������������
����	�
�	��������	����)��	�1
������������
��
		�
���������
���������
&	��������������
�
	�
����������
�	�

��
��
�	�����������
��
�
���
�

�	���

�������
������������
����������
����
��	
���

�
�������������
�
	������������
��
�	�
���
����
�
��
�
������
	�
�
��
�����
1
������	��
��	������	�
��
���������	
�����

����������	�
������	��
�	��������
����
���
�������������������������1
������#�
���	����	
�
�
���������1
������9

���������	�	��
���
�
���	
��������������������	��
�
�
����
���
�������	
�
	�����������
��)��	����	������	
�
�
�����
�
������
��
��&����
�
���&�
��
���������
��������	���
		��	�
���������
���
����������������
�"�
�������
�����
"�����

�
'���:
"������
;2�������
�<�'
��

������
��

���
������=�����
	�1
	���
�	��
��



�������� 

��������	�
��
In Francesco #31 of Advent 2007, Brother Fritz Giglinger muses about "Looking with new 
Eyes" from his elevated perspective of accumulated wisdom:  
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As usual, the New Year wishes from "La Poudriere" community of Belgium constitute a kind 
of "Credo" and bring us back to some basics of community life.  
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Sibylle Alexander of Galashiels , Scotland expresses her feelings about introducing reading 
teaching for 4-5 olds, in Camphill Correspondance of March/April 2008:  
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Chico Fajardo-Heflin seems to have some practical answers to our most acute present 
worries. In Shalom Connections of March 2008 he expresses his feelings, and what he is 
trying to do about it - not only for himself, but also for their neighbours. Sounds pretty 
utopian - but have YOU got any 
better ideas? 
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Tatiana Fajardo-Heflin, on the other hand, is more interested in work practices - common 
work, for instance. How important is it, and does it work? Sounds easy - but it isn't. Ask the 
Kibbutz Seniors… 
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As an adequate finale, another touching little story out of Camphill Correspondence which 
carries a deeply meaningful message:  
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Yalla Bye, Joel Dorkam 
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Welcome to “Kibbutz Shorts”, 
where we discover what’s new 
on the Kibbutz in an update 
from around Israel. 
 
Compiled mainly from the 
Kibbutz weeklies by Yoel Darom, 
Kibbutz Kfar Menachem 
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