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The Communitarian Scene from all Over and Under 
Compiled (and partly translated) by ���������	
�
 

For a long time we have been searching for an accurate, concise definition of the 
Kibbutz. Seems to me the solution appeared recently in an Israeli TV commercial, 
where a sinister mafiosi is trying to blackmail a volunteer from abroad - and the 
hapless victim mumbles apologetically: "It's a Kibbutz - they don't pay..." 
Another, rather more cynical view is expressed by the saying: "Children, seniors and pets enjoy a wonderful 
life on Kibbutz - all others have to toil very hard!" Truth is, cats and dogs (separately, of course) enjoy the 
good life with us. Actually, more than once we observe some vehicle driving into our space; a door opens up, 
and some obviously reluctant four-legged, furry creature is given over to our unwilling care by some 
frustrated owner, looking for an alternative shelter for his unwanted pet. 
Personally, I consider myself a cat-person, empathising with feline qualities like independence, pride and 
unpredictability (see Rudyard Kipling's "The Cat that walked by Himself in Just So Stories). At our Kibbutz 
you can meet a lady called Iris, whose main hobby consists of feeding and attending to about two dozen 
assorted, multicoloured cats of all ages and sizes, good-or-bad-tempered, each one with a given name and a 
close relationship to her - who frequently carries extended, intimate conversations with each and every one of 
them. 
 

From "Francesco" nr. 24 of Spring 2004 I borrow part of a delicious little piece entitled "How Cats simply 
live differently", by Brother Fritz Giglinger: 
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For the sake of equal rights and the benefit of that other part of mankind who prefer the submissive, hand-
licking and cat-hating creature named dog, I discovered and extracted from Kommuja nr. 62 of September 
2004 a dog's perspective of mankind, as observed by Stefan, currently staying at the Olgashof. Quite 
appropriately, it is entitled: "Legitimacy of our Needs". 
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Browsing recently through my files, I retrieved a little note from 
our late, beloved secretary Shlomo Shalmon, citing Brazilian 
Bishop Helder Camera, the "Poverty Bishop": When someone 
dreams all by himself, it's just a dream. But when people dream 
jointly together, it is the beginning of a new reality". 
 
For the superstitious ones amongst us, consider the following 
excerpt from the Springtree Newsletter of December 2003, which 
carried a vivid 
description of 
what they 
deemed at the 
time to be 
"extreme 
weather". Little 
could they 
foresee, when 
they asked at the 
time "what else 
could be in 
store" the extent 
of destruction in 
2004... Talk of 
opening to the 
devil! 
 
Aside from excessive rainfall (and several driveway-blocking 
snowfalls), we had a couple of truly bad-weather days this 
year. May 8 we got extreme high winds and hail, a combination 
which broke windows in the house and barn, leaving us to 
sweep up large hailstones indoors. The barn roof was badly 
damaged, the possibly tornadic winds ripping a portion of it off 
and exposing the hay to rain. A dozen or more trees in the 
woods were uprooted and all other trees were stripped of their 
leaves, particularly on the windward north side. Just-planted 
peppers and tomatoes, blooming strawberries, and much else 
in the garden was shredded and lost. 
Our second no-good, horrible, very bad day was September 
19. Hurricane Isabel sent us more high winds and five inches of 
rain. As luck would have it, we had spent September 16-18 
replacing the barn roof with a shiny new one. When we heard 
this day-old roof fly off the barn and over the mulberry tree into 
the garden, smashing the grape trellises, we didn't rush out to 
see it, because we could also hear oak and maple trees 
crashing down in numbers—an estimated 75 of them. There 
followed nearly four days without electricity. 
We try not to take personally any of this extreme weather. 
Floods, fires, and other disasters beset the country and the rest 
of the world in 2003. It did seem ominous, however, to be 
shaken by a 20-30 second, 4.5 earthquake December 9—what 
else could be in store for this year! We do hope 2004 brings us 
gentler, less extreme weather. 

 
And then, the eternal question 
about the existence of some kind 
of "Supreme Power" - call it as 
you wish - keeps nagging at our 
so-called "rational way of 
thinking" - and making us hope 
that some answers may 
eventually appear. From an old 
issue of the now defunct "Down 
to Earth" I harvested this little 
piece: 
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And of course there are different ways of communicating with the Divine, some of them in the mystic mode. 
Again from Down to Earth, who borrowed from Osho's "I am That": 
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Editorials aren't usually my cup of tea, being mostly on the tedious side - and having written quite a few 
myself, I ought to know what I mean. Nonetheless, the editorial of Dancing Rabbit's March Hare newsletter of 
Spring 2004 opens up with a remarkably frank disclaimer by Tereza: 
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How to present your very own Community to prospective newcomers, so as to give them an accurate impression and a basic 
understanding of what they are getting into -i.e. your/our complex, outlandish Way of Life? Lamborn Valley Community 
seem to have stumbled upon an original solution, as described by Webb Eavanson: 
 

Level One—Roots: Potential. This is the deepest, invisible part of the soul. It starts as a single seed, a dream, a potential. The 
seed works its way through the soil of life and circumstance, through stillness and prayer. Will it take root? When all of the 
elements come together, the answer is "Yes" and great trees will grow. The seed grows small roots, and sending its first stem up 
through the soil, is our community's inherent potential. The roots continue to grow over time, and ever more firmly anchor the 
tree in the ground. 

Level Two—Seedling breaking through the 
soil: Manifestation. This is the community 
purpose becoming manifest in the physical. It is 
the inherent idea breaking through into the light. It 
is the foundation, where we find the vision and 
mission statements and where we honor those 
who have created a space for our community. 
Level Three—Trunk: Perspective, Decisions, 
Agreements. This is where, with all of the depth 
of our hearts, gifts, weaknesses, and struggles, we 
come together as a group. With a strong, unified 
will to grow, it grows in a single direction as one 
body. We come together to explore ideas about 
our community's tasks and projects at Level 
Three, always in prayer and consensus. 
Level Four—-Branches: Projects. We move out 
from the Trunk and branch into responsibilities 
with support and encouragement from the unified 
group at Level Three (Trunk). The shared 
perspective of Level Three delegates, empowers, 
anoints, and nourishes those stewarding each 
Branch (Level Four), or project, of the 
community. 
Level Five—Twigs and Leaves: Work, 
Activities. From this Level Four (Branch) place of 
responsibility comes the actual doing of the tasks, 
the field of Action. It's where everyone in the 
community jumps in to do the work, whether 
individually or in teams. It's the level of 
manifestation and inclusion. The Twigs and 
Leaves spread out to absorb the maximum amount 
of sunlight, doing the "work" of photosynthesis, 
turning light into carbohydrates and growth. This 
is what builds the physical substance of the tree 
itself. 
Level Six—-Fruit: Results of our Labor. These 
are the Results of our Work, yielding healthy, 

whole individuals who contribute to each other, to the community, and to the world by living meaningful lives. It's living 
sustainably. It's raising inspired children. The Fruit shows up in many forms. Some are tangible Fruit—our people, physical 
health, money from the sale of goods and services. Other Fruit is intangible—-our friendships with each other, love and 
connection, our quality of life, and joy itself. 
Level Seven—Fruit returning to Earth: Appreciation, Enjoyment. This is the day of rest. It's appreciation and enjoyment, 
recreation, or re-creation. It's Fruit ripening and dropping off the tree, delivering its DNA blueprint to the soil and thus 
nourishing the Roots in Level One or planting seeds of new trees. And it's the atmosphere around the Tree, rich in oxygen, 
which also nourishes the Roots. 
 

Our community has found that being part of a living organism, envisioned as a tree, enriches the quality of life. It helps 
us share our hearts, maintain our values, and keep growing toward the light. Just as one tree standing alone doesn't 
have the energy to change a whole ecosystem, but a forest does, one healthy community can't positively influence very 
much of the wider culture around it, but a whole network of healthy communities can affect the wider culture.  
 

Webb Eavenson, 26, has lived in Lamborn Valley Community with his parents and grandmother since the community was 
founded. Planner and developer of the tree analogy for the group, Webb helps explain and manage it. You can contact him at 
guques@hotmail.com 
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And finally, a little glimpse at kibbutz Sde-
Boker in the Negev, south-east of Beer-
Sheva - copied from "The Vineyard" of 
June 2004 - for those who relish good 
wine: 
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Wishing you-all a happy Easter/Pesach, still awaiting your comments/suggestions/ reactions / contributions 
and whatnots, yours communitarishly 
Joel Dorkam 

Another, simpler way is presented by Maril Crabtree of 
Hearthaven, together with her daughter Virginia Lore of 
Duamish Cohousing at Seattle, who teamed up to compose a 
simple formula for newcomers to Community:     
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Welcome to “Kibbutz Shorts”, where we 
discover what’s new on the Kibbutz in an 
update from around Israel. 
 
Compiled and translated from kibbutz 
publications by Yoel Darom, 
Kibbutz Kfar Menachem 
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