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The Communitarian Scene from all Over and Under 
Compiled (and partly translated) by ���������	
�
 

Hello there, everybody - had any nice visitors recently? Hmm... Visitors certainly are 
an important part of the communitarian scene, whether personal or communal: 
relatives, friends, prospects or just plain adventure-seekers (not to mention 
freeloaders!). Visitors tend to bring out the best in us: best attitudes, best recipes, 
best tablecloth... Reminds me of a sign that greeted me once at the entrance to a commune: "All our guests 
cause us pleasure - some by arriving, some by leaving, a few by just staying away". Make your choice. 
 
Anyway the topic seemed important enough to the editors of "Communities" journal No.122 of Spring 2004 
to dedicate a sizable part of that issue on how to handle it. So - with thanks to "Communities" - I lift the 
following piece by Kristina Jansen for your benefit: 
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So much for the hosting part. Now what about the visitor's point of view? Not to worry: Suzanne Hirsch 
gives us the guest's angle from her rich personal experience, also reprinted from "Communities": 
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Enough of that. Ever heard of Rudolf Steiner? If you want to learn a bit more about his ideas and their 
applications, you might want to read the following excerpt from "Camphill Correspondence", from the 
July/August 2004 issue. By the way, an honourable mention is given to our old friend Jan Bang, on a 
Camphill Community in Norway - hello there! 
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All quotes taken from: 
Light and Shadows 

Fourth World Services, PO Box 1666, 
Denver, CO 80201 

A. Allen Butcher-June, 2004 
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As a special bonus for those that like that kind of thing, here come some wise quotes from "Light and 
Shadows" edited by A.Allen Butcher of Denver, Colorado: 
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An answering machine in a commune? Great God, what 
next? Interactive T.V.? A lazer gun?  
From Springtree's "Newsletter" of December 2003, we lift 
this little tidbit - amazing! 
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For good measure, a little anti-TV publicity column by 
JAZ Writer - from a Twin Oaks folder:  
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And now, for a somewhat surprising Finale – 
from Shalom Connections - a "Sabbath-
Keeping" recipe by Lauren Barron of Hope 
Fellowship. Quite touching, I believe. Give it a 
try? 
Some Ideas for Sabbath-Keeping 

By Lauren Barron, Hope Fellowship 
 

As Individuals  
1. Recognize the importance of Sabbath, the 
call to obedience of this command, and the 
promise of blessing associated with it  
2. Prepare for the Sabbath so as to allow for a 
sustained time to turn our focus away from 
work and toward the Lord and the things of 
the Kingdom. 
3. Set aside time for individual mediation / 
reflection / prayer / spiritual reading 
4. Abstain from work or chores on this day. 
Choose instead to enjoy the work that has 
already been done and completed.  
5. Avoid commerce (buying / spending / 
shopping) on the Sabbath. Choose instead to 
enjoy the gifts we have been given and God's 
provision for us rather than trying to acquire 
more.  
6. Consider special acts of mercy or service on 
this day 
 
As Families  
1. Set aside special time together as a family 
(games, walks, music, sharing family stories or 
reading aloud, looking at photo albums, etc.)  
2. Consider having a regular, special meal 
together (special foods, dishes, flowers, table 
linens, candles, or blessings at the table are 
some ideas) 
3. Consider prayer together or scripture 
reading together as a family 
4. Consider fasting from media such as TV, 
newspaper, telephone, videos, computers, etc. 
on the Sabbath  
5. Consider special acts of mercy or service as 
a family on this day 
 
As Community 
1. Agree on Sunday as a recognized Sabbath 
day for our community 
2. Continue celebratory and participatory 
worship 
3. Try to focus in worship on thanksgiving, 
celebration and recognition of what God has 
already done, instead of asking for more. 
Consider saving supplication and prayer 
requests for another day. 
4. Continue our focus on Bible teaching and 
learning from scripture on Sabbath 
5. Avoid scheduling of other activities to 
preserve as much of the day as possible 
6. Continue to show hospitality to family, 
friends and strangers 

Bye bye now, still hope to hear from you-all! Shalom! 
Joel Dorkam, Kibbutz Tsuba 
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Welcome to “Kibbutz Shorts”, where we 
discover what’s new on the Kibbutz in an 
update from around Israel. 
 
Compiled and translated from kibbutz 
publications by Yoel Darom, 
Kibbutz Kfar Menachem 
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Phoenix and I participated in the ICSA (International Communal Studies 
Association) conference. The ICSA focuses somewhat on historic and 
contemporary communities, some of which tend to be more communal (tend 
to be income-sharing, etc.), and the participants (about 70 people total) are a 
combination of academics and actual communitarians, from the US, Israel 
and Europe primarily.   
 
The conference was held at the Amana Colonies in Iowa. They own 26,000 
acres, and used to be completely communal. Founded in the mid-1800's, in 
the 1930's they stopped being communal. Community members received 
shares in the new business arrangements and originally a guarantee of free 
medical care for life, although that was later rescinded.  There are a 
plethora of privately-owned shops at which you can buy historic-type items 
and no lack of German food (think lots of fatty meat and sauerkraut) as they 
were originally settled by Germans seeking religious freedom. Some 
descendents of the original community members have established a 
historical society there and focus more on it's communal history.   
 
People at the conference presented papers on a variety of subjects relating to 
communal living, and the theme of the demise (privatization) of the kibbutz 
was a strong theme. . Phoenix and I gave two presentations, one on the 
general theme of the ways in which Twin Oaks continues to remain a very 
communal economy and the ways in which we are drifting towards 
individualization, and another on the general theme of various types of 
ideals and if/how some may have shifted, especially as we have become 
much more stable and left our pioneering days far behind. We also talked 
about the FEC, answered questions about Twin Oaks, and asked questions 
of other people about their communities and studies.  
 
It was interesting to me to hear about the similarities between daily life on 
the kibbutz, and life at TO. (communal kitchens, communal budget for 
clothing, etc.) What was noticeably different was the fact that they 
characterized what they/we are doing as "socialist ideology", whereas we 
don't put it that way (and of course there's a very different context between 
what that might mean in the US and in Israel).   There was also overlap 
with other communities that are or have been income-sharing, like the 
Camphill communities, and Padaneram, a religious community in Indiana. 
Here is a list of all the contemporary communities that sent representatives: 
  
European:       American: 
Camphill (Norway)      Dunmire Hollow (TN) 
Damanhur (Italy)      Earthaven (NC) 
Kibbutz Degania (Israel)    The Farm (TN) 
Kibbutz Lotan--the "green/eco" kibbutz (Israel) Padaneram (IN) 
Other Kibbutzim I don't know the names of  Sandhill (MO) 
L'Arche (Canada)     Twin Oaks (VA) 
ZEGG (Germany)     
 
The most exciting and gratifying part for me personally was meeting and 
being around so many people, from this and other countries, who are as 
devoted to (fanatical about) communal living as I am. While Twin Oaks is 
generally supportive of this idea/reality (obviously), I often feel in a very 
small minority of people here who are very passionate about the overall 
concept, interested in endlessly discussing the concept, and actively 
engaging with people involved in building this movement. If you see 
yourself as falling into this category, let's talk more! 

Valerie, Twin Oaks 
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Camphill FarmCamphill FarmCamphill FarmCamphill Farm, South Africa, South Africa, South Africa, South Africa    
August, 2004 

 
I am happy to inform you that we are newly on the web.  Our website address is 
www.camphill-hermanus.org.za.  Please feel welcome to pay a visit! 
 
I have lived and worked in the Camphill movement for almost 25 years and I think 
our success is due to two factors: 
  
1.    We are based on a philosophy i.e. Rudolf Steiner's Anthroposophy, which 
provides higher aims and strivings to serve. 
 
2.    The main focus is on the well-being of the handicapped people in our care. 
 
You are probably well aware from the social life in kibbutz that conflict situations 
are inevitable.  Our handicapped friends help us indirectly work through these 
situations.  They are so much more tolerant, compassionate and uncomplicated that 
they often put us to shame.   
 
Camphill life is a way of life.  It is fulfilling and challenging at the same time.  It 
asks of each member to work on one's self, both strengths and weaknesses!  So it is 
also a path of inner development, because to do this, it soon becomes clear whether 
co-workers (staff) are really interested in our way of life or not.  Moreover, in our 
community, co-workers do not receive salaries, but together we manage the 
available funds. 
 
In regard to the breakdown of the 200 members of our community: 
 
We have 63 mentally handicapped adults, 32 mentally handicapped residential 
children, 18 day pupils.  The rest are co-workers and their children (9) and employed 
teachers and domestic and office staff, who come in to work on a daily basis. 
 
The language which is used in our community is English, but we also have a lot of 
Afrikaans speaking people and a small percentage of Xhosa speaking people.  As we 
get a lot of volunteers from Germany who come to help for one year, you hear a fair 
bit of German around too. 
 
The name of our valley is some 200 years old and stems from the time when this 
valley was the home of a leper colony run by the Moravian brotherhood.  There is 
also an interesting link between Camphill and the Moravians, as the wife of Dr. 
Karl Konig, the founder of the Camphill Movement, came from a Moravian 
community in Silezia.  Some Moravian activites are still reflected in our cultural 
life. 
 
There are other Camphill communities in southern Africa:  herewith their e-mail 
addresses and contact names: 
Camphill Village Alpha, Merle Boshoff                                    info@camphill.org.za 
Cresset House Camphill Village, Anna Haberkorn                      cresset@iafrica.com 
Motse Wa Badiri Camphill, Botswana, Richard Blake                     motse@info.bw 
A magazine which might be interested in your activities is the Odyssey - e-mail 
address:  odysseyadmin@lantic.net  They might also be able to help you get in touch 
with other community endeavours. 
If ever you visit our country, please do not hesitate to contact us.  I would be most 
happy to show you around our community. 
Wishing you all the best with your endeavours. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Inez Zygla 
camphillfarm@hermanus.co.za    
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