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In view of the 3000 vyears of
Jewish history, celebrating the 90th
anniversary of the first Kibbutz
(Degania) wouldn't rate more than a
footnote in any history text. But for us
it is the work of more than one
lifetime!

For the first fifty years or so of
Kibbutz existence, ideology was king.
Bui through the years, the
ideological factor waned. Some 39
years ago, an Inter-Kibbutz union
was formed from the then four major
groupings. Since then, another
unification-occurred.

Altogether there are some 280
Kibbutzim with a total population of
over 120,000 men, women and
children of whom the f{wo large
federations embrace 60% and 30%
(respectively). The other 10% are
religious Kibbutzim, and there are
hopes that they too will join the new
aggregate in the not-too-distant
future.

After hesitations and endless
debates that would fill thick volumes,
the 90% crossed the Jordan (instead
of the Rubicon), and at the festive
founding convention at Deganiaq,
1000 delegates formally committed
themselves o a - somewhat loose
and pluralistic - federation by the
name of "The Kibbutz Movement".

The Inter-Kibbuiz Union is now
being integrated within the new
framework, which will deal with
matters of health, welfare,
education and culiural activities, as
well as a myriad of economic
bodies. It will serve as the umbrella
spokesman for all Kibbutzim, vis-a-vis
government bodies, the Knesset
(Parliament) and regional councils.

All resolutions to be brough_’r
before the new National Council
have the approval of both General

avoid
majority (the

order to

Secretaries. In
domination of the
larger group Takam]}, the constitution

calls for an equal number of
representatives from both groups in
the Nat. Council.

While all these deliberations
take place, we should not lose sight
of proportions. They have their
significance, but in the MICRO. The
tragic conflict that broke between
Israel and our neighbors is the
MACRO. On our return trip from the
founding convention, the van of
delegates from my Kibbutz stopped
for one hour - at a roadway shelter
set up by lIsraeli Arabs calling for
their fellow Israelis to come, sit down
over a cup of steaming coffee and
discuss with them the serious clashes
flaring up on both sides of the
borders. The bright points in this
tense talk were:

1. We were able to sit together and
agree on many points;

2. Our hosts realized that the Kibbuiz
sector was - and has been all along -
at the forefront of Israeli society in
the constant "Fight for.Peace”.

Dovid Lew (Kib. Galon}



| Cbr;‘imUnai Living on the Threshold
of a New Millennium: '
Lessons and Perspectives-

Seventh International Communal
Studies Conference

Address all correspondence
June 25 - 27, 2001 B

“to: . ] X
Christa Falkenstein, ZEGG Community
Rosa-Luxemburg-Str. 89 - )
D-1480_6 Belzig, Germany' -

Thre;hold of a New Millennium- Lessons and Perspectives™

‘Communal living’ is used in the broadest sense to include communes, kibbutzim, intentional
communities, cohousing groups, ecovillages, housing co-operatives, religious communities, etc.
Some of these are in urban areas while others are in remote rural areas. Some groups are organised

" along religious/spiritual lines while others are more secular; some have more obviously political
dimensions while others are very environmentally-oriented. ‘Communal living’ aiso includes the
ideas which underpin these alternative and more social lifestyles, including the ideas and literature
of utopianism. ’ ; :

A tour is being planned for imme_diaiely after the conference. This tour will include different
Tour communities (ecovillages, urban and rural commumnes) and a Berlin sight-seeing tour. The post
conference tour requires an additional fee. See enclosed flier :

Following the ICSA 2001 Conferenice and Post Conferenice Tour, delegates are welcome to stay
for the 4th Infernational Community Meeting (ICM) at ZEGG. Since 1997 at this annal mesting,
_ members of communal groups from around the globe gather 4t ZEGG to build up a network based
. on friendship and cooperation and to establish concrete projects (youth education and exchange
eg). ’Ihxswﬂltequn'eanaddzuonal fee. Contact ZEGG fordetails. . - :
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rOur Walk-1n by atex

Imagine a large walk in closet. Imagine that it is cold and dim you are shivering and strainfng to see. This is the Twin Oaks walk in
freezer. stoning food for eighty people. Most Americans can relate to the following scene: excavating the back of your freezer. finding an
unidentified container, and wondering what the heck it is? Imagine that multiplied by 80. (Well, okay, that’s an exaggeration.)

As a new member. I had to grow into an appreciation of our freezer. Previously. my food came from supermarkets. On my first cooking shift.
I went to the freezer looking for bright. colorful logos and familiar brand names. But all I saw were cardboard boxes and lots of clear bags of
frozen foods in various earth tones. How confusing!

Five years later. I can proudly distinguish a bag of frozen basil from a bag of frozen spinach, just by looking at the crumpled. stiff vein patterns
and leaf shapes. 1 know the shape of the bulk cardboard margarine boxes with blue ink in distinction from the tortilla boxes also cardboard.
and large. but with red ink).

Being vegetarian, I never have tried to leamn to identify the various meat parts that come back from the butcher after the dairy manager sends in
one of cows. So the other day, I was quite surprised to see bland, pink, boneless slabs in a bag. Upon closer examination. I realized that our
ever- industrious food-processing manager had finally figured out what to do with our excess watermelons. And now, in mid-winter, we have
watermelon-grape juice somedays.

Our freezer demonstrates many aspects of Twin Oaks. The sheer size and quantity shows that we poo our resources. The amount of food from
our earth shows our commitment to self-sufficiency and local consumption. The somewhat organized shelves and somewhat random placement
.. shows the diversity of our members. When I'was a kid; my mom used to tease and complain about my dad keeping film in the butter section of
the refrigerator. Today. while making Mac and Cheese for the eighty of us, I found film canisters in the cheese section of the walk-in fridge
here. How much like home. . .
\ j _ - y S Soundings, c/o FEC secretary -
| — | SOUNDINGS |rca soxsross -

Tecumseh,MO65760 = USA_ . |




I've lived in and studied communal movements
since 1948 and the German community of
ZEGG is the best I've found. That is why we
want to start communities like ZEGG here in
the Eastern U.S. A similar community is also
starting near Portland, OR.

ZEGG is the German abbreviation for "The
Center for Experimental Cultural Design.”

ZEGG is an experimental space for the creation |

of a new cultural model. Our goal is to explore
and pass on the spiritual and practical
knowledge for the building of a vivid, humane
and nonviolent culture. ZEGG is an interna-
tional meeting point and networking hub for
committed individuals, community projects,
researchers and peaceworkers. ZEGG is a
study center for new solutions in the area of
social structures, of love, of child-rearing, for
research in ecology, and of autonomy and
survival skills. ZEGG was started in 1991 at a
45 acre site in Belzig, 80 km southwest of
Berlin.

What are the goals of ZEGG?

The friends and residents of ZEGG have one
major cultural idea in common: Friendship
between man and woman and concern for all
life on earth.

ZEGG is a Community Project.

ZEGG is a community of 75 adults and
children. Community is a form of living that
embraces the human being in its totality, in its
longing for meaning, for stability in love, for a
fulfilling sex life, for solidarity and friendship,
for a satisfying profession and for spiritual
connectedness. The members of the commun-
ity compliment and support each other. Per-
sonal growth means development of individual
freedom and personal responsibility and the
ability to love with compassion all of life. ZEGG
is a place where tools of community building
are explored and passed on.

Jorld Transfori

1ation

ZEGG is a Place for Love

To free sensual, spiritual and sexual love from
fear of abandonment, jealousy and compe-
tition, relationships need integration into the
larger social system of a community in which
truthful communication is a common goal.
ZEGG offers 'the possibility study 1ove and
what it needs to stay alive.

ZEGG Is a Training Center

Solutions for aspects of today's global and
human crisis are suggested from ecological
research, from ancient knowledge of
indigenous .peoples, from the work of many
individual scientists, artists, alternative projects
and from research laboratories around the.
world. ZEGG ‘invites speakers from these many
areas and puts their proposals into practice. At
ZEGG, researchers have the opportunity to
publicize their findings. They meet a
community that works with their concepts,
connects them up with others, and tests their
ideas. To get an impression of what ZEGG is

hke we recommend the annual Summer
Camp.

The Child and Youth Projects

The development of our children is in the
center of our interest. Sixteen children in the
age of 1-16 live at ZEGG today. They live with
their parents and use the childron's house as
their daily meeting point. Having their own
little community gives them an easy
atmosphere for social learning. The teenagers
plan their own camps and travel tours.



ZEGG is a Political Project

‘We see our community experiment as a
contribution to a general cultural alternative.

0 Projects in the community movement that
work on solutions for a future society

o Journalists who are aware that these topics °

need publicity

0 Meeting points and congresses developing a
peace network

0 A women's movement working on a
cooperative relationship with men

o Spiritual movements that remind humans o
take responsibility for the earth.

‘ Besides the forum
and the plenary, the ZEGG community has
various other forms and rituals where we
meet: music, choir, festivities, meditation, art
actions, and philosophical discussions.

ZEGG is an Ecological Projéct

"To respect life means to listen to the thinking
of nature." Our ecological goal is to turn our
relatively poor piece of land into a fertile
biotope with flowers and vegetables, with fruit
trees, ponds and forest areas. We integrate
principles of permaculture, biological gardening
and the experiences of Fukuoka. Latest
research in organic gardening is also explored.

Daily Life

The residents of ZEGG live together in
households of different sizes. The community
meets twice 2 week for an information plenary,
at least once a week for.a forum and on
Sundays for a matinee. Further meetings take
place in the living and working places
according to personal initiative.

Internal retreats, bringing together the core of
the community for one or more weeks, happen
on a regular basis during the year.

The forum, a ZEGG invention, is a ritual form
of communication within a community where
everybody can say, ask or illustrate whatever
moves him or her. During a forum one may
use art, theater or music to express ones own
thoughts and emotions and share them with
others as authentically as possible. This creates
the necessary transparency and trust.

Decisions are made in a grassroots way by
those who wish to take responsibility. There
are committees for events, courses and
seminars, for managing the property, for
finances, for media work, for children, for
social questions, etc.

Bigger issues are prepared in committees and
then decisions made during a plenary. Each
person is responsible for their financial

situation. o T

Presently we are looking for people who
wish to come to our eight room house in
Philadeiphia to work with us at forming a
core group for a new community. '

Aquarian Research is a 501 ¢ 3 tax
exempt nonprofit since 1970. E-mail:
<artr@juno.com> Phone: 215-848-2292
and we call back for free. Website is:
hitp:/ /www.ic.org/ag :

Aquarian Research
5620 Morton St.
Philadelphia, PA 5620 , USA



ECOVILLAGE NETWORK of the AMERICAS
RED de ECOALDEAS de las AMERICAS

REDE de ECOVILAS das AMERICAS
64001 County Road DD « Moffat, CO 81143 - USA

International Communes Desk
Yad Tabenkin
Ramat Efal 52960 - ISRAEL

Dear International Communes Desk,

This is time when many of us are contemplating - where do we stand in our path through life, and how do our lives fit into
the larger patterns of our time?

We are blessed to be living at a truly historical moment, that of making a fateful choice: whether to continue to follow the

path of the dinosaurs - over consuming into an evaporating ecological niche - or to evolve to our next plateau, by relearning
our contract with nature.

There are many individuals and communities seeking to make the second choice and reaching out to the ecovillage
networks for guxdance and support. The amount of interest is heartening and holds the potential of tumning the tide, at the

grassroots level, in the direction of ways of living that this planet can sustain, ways that enhance the quality of life today and
that preserve the earth and quality of life for future generations.

The Ecovillage Network of the Americas (ENA) grows as individuals and communities making that second choice unite and
join their efforts to accomplish it at global scale. ENA, the Western Hemisphere region of the Global Ecovillage Network, is
now working in eight regions of the Americas: Canada, West U.S., East U.S., Mesoamerica, Caribbean, North South
America, Brazil and South South America. .
ENA s work is to promote the transformation of communities toward ever greater sustainability, by providing for the exchange
of information, education, resources, technologies and support through its networking activities. By accelerating the
efficiency and expediency of such exchanges, we are creating the momentum that will turn the tide. ~

These are activities which are in need of your help, and for which the effect of even very small contributions is very large.
These are also projects which blaze a path for others to follow. In the next two years, ENA intends to:

1. Create two or more Ecovillage Contact Office s (ECOs) in each region of the Americas. ECOs serve as
clearinghouses for information and education within their regions and network with ECOs from other regions to quicken the
application of sustainable solutions in alt aspects of living - environmental, social and spiritual.

2. Support the development of community based Living and Leaming Centers where university students, casual
learners and ecotourists can have immersion experiences of diverse examples of sustainable living practices and methods.

3. Convene regional conferences in each region to connect internal resources allied with this mission, and, annual
meetings of the Council of the Amencas with delegates from each region meeting to align and enhance efforts throughout
the Americas.

If you feel these projects are a way for you to make the second choice - please get involved! Make use of the ENA Web
site http://ena.ecovillage.org; research the calendars of events, ecovxllage directories, resource databases and more;
subscribe to ENA s newsletters (e-mail and hard copy - expanded versions on the Web); contact your regional
representative and volunteer, or make a donation. You can specify one project {just write it on the check); you can support
all three projects, or you can make an undesignated donation for the general support of the Ecovillage Network of the
Americas. These go toward ENA coordinating offices and committee projects. Your support adds momentum and synergy to
the movement. Join us!

Yours in unity, for a better future, LAA&Q&—— gg seiy{’\

Linda Joseph, President



EDUCATIONAL COM e

By Tamar Rotem

A very busy week lay in store for them, but the members of
- Kibbutz Ravid did not change their Sunday routine. In the
morning, all the cell phones were turned off, the beepers
were silenced, and even the telephone at the nerve center of
the Kibbutz, which usually doesn't stop ringing, was
connected to the answering machine. Afterward the large
group of young people, most in their late twenties, sat around
a long table on which there were cups of coffee and a few
plates of plain cakes and fruit. They spent the next few hours
in a leisurely study of the works of the Hebrew writer Y.C.
Brenner. The thought occurred to me that in another place,
‘at the same time, people are nervously rushing to work. But
the problems of the outside world were far from this room.

A very busy week lay in store -

for them, but the members of
Kibbutz Ravid did not change

their Sunday routine.The large

group of young people, most in
' their late twenties, sat around
a long table on which there
were cups of coffee and a few
plates of plain cakes and fruit.
They spent the next few hours
in a leisurely study - literature!
It seemed that the problems of
the outside world were far from
this room.

The weekly group study
sessions are a part of the
special atmosphere of Ravid,
whose members consider
themselves a studying
com-unity. The Kibbutz was
founded six years ago by a
group of about 20 young

people, in an attempt to offer

an alternative to urban life,
mainly by establishing a
secular commune, which
aspires to be full of content
and meaning.

Without agriculture

Even though most of them do
not have a  university
education, the main source of
income and field of interest of
the members of Ravid is
guidance and education. The
Kibbutz has no agriculture.
The few orchards and the
factory which they inherited
from their predecessors are
leased out, and instead they
have founded a different
economic unit.

Explains Gilad Babchuk, one
of the founding members of
the Kibbutz; He and his friends
do not believe in academic
degrees of any kind, nor in
formal leammg They prefer to
study more in depth and more
democratically than in a
university,  subjects
interest them personally and
which they need for their work.
They enjoy the support of a
group of academicians from

‘which -

the University of Haifa and
from -the Kibbutz movement,
who come and lecture without

" pay.

As of now, members of the
Kibbutz, 50 in number, are
involved in educational activity
in about 100 schools all over
Israel,.They specialize, among
other things, in preparing
youth delegations (and lately
adults as well) for educational
trips to Poland and its death
camps; they also set up
leadership groups in schools in
development towns and in
disadvantaged neighborhoods
and serve as guidance
counselors in some schools.
Some of the Kibbutz members
are employed as guides in
educational museums.

What causes a large group of
young people, who could
probably succeed anywhere,
to take themselves off to a
distant Kibbutz in the north,
and to choose a financially
unrewarding life in education?
According to Azi Rahim, one of
the veteran members, what

_mofivates them is definitely a

strong sense of social
responsibility, ideals and a
longing for values which most -
of them absorbed as
youngsters in the Labor youth

- movement.



Another factor is a reaction to
the emptiness which they
sense around them. "l look at
people in my immediate
surroundings,” says Babchuk.
“What do they have in life
aside from the family? At best,
a decent relationship with their
partner and close relations
with their children. But other
than that?

The rejection of all things
material and the longing for an
alternative and for values of
social cohesion came at an
age when many young Israelis
are planning their long trip to
the Far East.

That was 10 years ago. A
group of friends used to
discuss the future of their
Labor youth movement, and
their own future, ~ decided to
live their lives differently,

forgoing the usual routine of

army, university and mortgage.

Without voting, the decision to
rebuild the movement was
arrived at slowly. They revived
and reactivated concepts
which had become outdated,
like fulillment, communal life
and the value of labor. Each
member volunteered to
dedicate one year of service,
after the army, to activity in the
fields of guidance and
education, and in the end -
start a new Kibbutz.

Afier a long period in which
they lived in urban communes
working with disadvantaged
youth, they founded Kibbutz
Ravid near Mt. Arbel, on the
hills above Lake Kinneret, on

the ruins of a Kibbutz which

had besen abandoned several
times.

-One of

Dialogue,
essential to communal life.
They have no committees, as

they say, is

is customary in veteran
Kibbutzim, and no voting.
Their life is run, so it seems,
almost entirely according to
communal decisions, which
are made after lengthy

discussions.

their significant
decisions, for example, was
do voluntary - werk ard not
collect a salary for the work of

15 percent of the members.

This is an ideological decision,
which the Kibbutz is so far
holding on to bravely. They

live modestly, without luxuries

and with a strict order of

priorities. But Gilad Babchuk -

emphasizes that they are not

"separate from the world," in

his words, or hippies.

Babchuk and his girl friend
Lilach Merom represent the

age range of the members. All
of them are single, except for
two couples with children.
Maybe that is why the Kibbutz
doesn't operate services like a
kitchen or a laundry. The
members say that this is out of
choice. "We don't want people
here to have to do frustrating
work," says Babchuk. But it
seems that these ideals are
being put to the test lately,
since the members have
discovered the extraordinary
cooking talents of one of their
members.

in terms of age and family
status, they admit that they
are now. at a crossroads. Now
they are excited by the
adventurous and informal
atmosphere, the frequent trips
abroad. When they start
families and mature, their
goals and wishes are likely to
change. But they claim that
they are not afraid of the
tendency to become bourgeois
when they get older, or of the
possibility of losing interest in
their present activities. “We
are flexible," says Lilach,.
"Everyone will find himsek,
and i not, we can discuss

everything.".

Their center for counseling
and for alternative studies,
which functions as the core of
the Kibbutz reflects, according
to the members, their desire to
awaken and influence society
with their ideas ‘

© copyright HAARETZ
Daily Newspaper 2000.
All Rights Reserved
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The Communlitarian Scene from ali Over a_nd Under

Compiled(and partly transiated) by Joel Dorkam

it's all very well to boast about ideas and values, and how we would
like to implement them in everyday life. Occasionally | get the fee_hng that
some simplie human touches of community life, concerning His Majesty the
individual, tend to be somewhat downplayed in most of the various
publications from which we sampie our Kaleidoscope.

So | went searching for those
little touching personal expres-
sions, some of them with tongue-in-
cheek, that resuit from the deeper
structure of communal life, the joys
of living together in closeness in
splte of the demands, the stress,
the conflicts and the heartbreaks.
And would you believe it, | even

humorous aspects of our oh-so-
serious way of life.

On the other hand 1| found
some unexpected, sometimes
anguishing situations arising from
practices which are now spreading
throughout the alternative scene.

‘For example, what effect has the

opening-up of the community to

managed to uncover some {paying) visitors - and how do we

react?

"Living with Visitors™ extracted from GLEN (Global
Ecovillage Network) Newsletter of April 2000, by Peter Harper:

"H VISITO1

At the 1995 ecovillsges conference at Findhorn I and several colleagues represented CAT,
which had started lifge as an ecovillage in 1974. It was great fun fo compare notes with other
communities of similar vintage to our own (like The Farm, Auroville, Findhorn itself ), to hear -
about the unfolding patterns of successes and failures, and how things now stood compared .
with the early years. :

The parallels were often striking, yet there was something odd happening: something that
didn”t fitywhich T couldn”t Tlgure out. T struggled with this for a Jew days, until a comment
of Max Lindegger”s suddenly” clarified the problem. He remarked that visitors often walk
around his corimunity, Crysfal Waters, and leave disappointed, saying "is this all?". -Yet
Crystal Waters is a carefully planned and hv%hiy complex settlement. In other words, what is
important at Crystal Waters is not readily 6bservable to the casual visitor. T have heard the
same story told about Findhorn, and it seems largely true of all genuine communities. They
do no‘l; exist to be casually observed, and if they did it would seriously compromise their true
purpose. :

I sqdden!¥ realised that CAT is an entirely different kind of animal, one which is sPeciﬁcally

. designed for short-term visitors. In some ways it is the very opposite of an ecovillage. Over
the Years it has become more and more adept at communicating with visitors, and at the
same time the significance of its residential community has declined almost to vanishing
point. There is something fundamental here. It reminds me of Tom Stoppard”s observation
in Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead, that actors are the opposite of people. An actor
on stage, at the end of a gqssnomfe half-hour soliloquy, would be extremely disconcerted to
discover that there had beer nobody: in the auditorium. In total contrast a private person
(possibly that very actor) lmcxgmm%1 hey were alone for half an hour would be shocked and
embarrassed to discover that They had in fact been watched.

14



This mbolises the difference between ecovilla
! dei\yonsfmﬁon cenfgﬂels or ec]g-.cin’rre? fog é’):gg.mﬁ e )
fferent balance o e e oo In an eco-centre it is the external

eco-
they :
internal lin

have a di

ks are more important than the external lin

%el"nsou h both

what we might call and
ve vider purposes,

n an_ecowvillage the

links which are more important. The balance of links makes a surprising difference to almost
everything. .

unusual in that most ot

They are complementary.

necessary.

to other ec
S0 o AT elates mi\';e{‘- scocen&'res wgredsp,ecgf}i‘cag\l?' :ﬁunlded as such, not orl\?_mall
communities. Examples include De Kleine Aarde in the Netherlands
France Folkecen‘rrg, in Denmark, and Energie und Umweltcentrum in Germany. Rather slowly
a parailel universe to GEN is delvek%_p
e role o
f knowledge and skills. In contrast the results
?nusf cbe cogmmunicafed in a softer, slower and more profound and personal way.

o-centres than it does to most ecovillages, and i:
i a
nds, Centre Terre Vivanfe in
ing, creating an irternational network of ecocentres.
ecocentres 1s rapid, standardised mass communication
’ of ecovillage experiments and ex e#‘ence
are

Peter Harper
Centre forr?filfemaﬁve Technology, Wales.

In 2 somewhat similar context, but from an opposite angle, the
"Rundbrief” of commune NIEDERKAUFUNGEN of spring 1998 brings to our
attention a few significant remarks by Fiona, entitied "Earth Holes - Caves

for all those who Want them (but Ecological, if you please!):

As a child, | wasn't initially very
enthusiastic about getting a sepe-
rate room for myself. To me it meant
change, insecurity, and the loss of
evening conctact with my junior
sister. But then, several years later,
when my mother decided that all of
us three sisters should share one room
- it deemed terrible. | had got so used

to the [relative} quilness and
independence of my own room...
Al - my entrance into the

Kommune it was somewhat similar. it
was hard for me to renounce the idea
of a joint communal dormitory at the
"Wohnungs-Gemeinschafi”, but when |

got "my" room, it became an
‘mportant place to stay alone at.
I have frequently switched

-ooms since then and see my home
here as the whole community, and
‘eel fundamentally quite af ease.
#hen | took a "Time Out" two years
ago, | found out how amazingly
orivileged my life here had been: a
musicroom with a piano, which |
could play day and night; large halls
‘o practice sports; the place where |
am sitling now writing on the
computer; a well-equipped workshop
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for building and crafting wood. and -
banal every-day mcﬁerg, and to
experience again and again exchan-

ges and discussions in a safe sitting.

My room serves to sleep at and
also to safeguard my "possessions”, o
receive rpivate visits - and to be on
my own. Actually, I'm not there very
often for sleeping. Nonetheless, my
room must have something in which |
can feel at home: perhaps a view,
the rustle of a river, a wooden floor. |

seems to be unimporiant to me.

I can easily live with the fact
that other people make other
demands - as far as | am concerned,
those who want larger lodgings can
have them, What makes me nervous
is people who amass so many
possessions that they need a second
room to store them

FIONA



| have now been here
14 years. | came last on the
"Joining Wave" at the time, during
which ten newcomers arrived here
within a year and a half. A few
women with children - new couples
forming - a babyboom - and so we
counted 17 adults and 11 children.
That caused great changes within the
"social together", because now, with
the children, regular mealtimes,
cleanlimess, keeping order etc.
became frequent plenum themes.

for

COME AND JOIN 1!

Here on RE’N!GHCF we are

5 men, 1 woman and 3 kids,
and we find this not so
wonderful at all. So which

woman, gladly with child, has
the necessary motivation to get
to know us more closely - and
the desire to experience
Kommune-life 2

Frequently | have participated at

meetings where you were slapped
around the ears with issues which long
before were debated rather tolerantly. As

if "Tolerance" was converted into an
armory! So much seif-deception - or is it

Seilf-control? o

16
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In "KOMMUNJA™ of May 2000_.
we found a few remarks by HONG about the REINIGHOF :

From that period originated «a
lot of (new) rules and services:
regular kitchen duty, TCS (Toilet
Cleaning Service} which later conver-
ted into SCS (Sanitary Cleaning
Service) - sweeping here and there -
dogs not inside the house - and g lot
more. The childless lady-communards
were rather overlooked and faced
with problems not quite pertinent to
them. But since nobody wished to be
considered child-hostile, they had to

subordinate themselves to the
parents' priorities. From these
situations  originated interpersonal

difficulties, which later served as fuel
for explosive meetings...

Amother point was the fact that
individual attitudes towards
communal life evolved in such a way
that to some of us it was a relic of
olden times, to which a hard-core

fraction still adhered... ’ ‘

‘ HONG; The Reinighof,
7689 1,Bruchweiler-Baerenbach,
Tel. 06394/1378 ) Germany

once weeKks-old siories
surface again. Sparked at first by a
misunderstanding, such a story carries
along a chain of craziness, where the

‘shit is really at the steaming stage, after

three weeks! Then the matter is
discussed emotionally, which costs a iot
of energy and often creates nothing but
perplexion.W e don't want it anymorel

Somehow the Kommune acts as a
school in relationships, in which there is

a lot to learn - because here we have

plenty of relations through which we
overcome routine, searching for
ourselves - and our joy to share with
friends we like and with whom we feel
bonded together! JA



| have to admit that if | were
locking out for an alternative
commuirity in America, the "JOLLY
RANCHERS® at Seattle would be
quite high on my list. Their "Vision
Statement” shows all the ingre-
dients of success! Well, I'm not so
sure they would like to have me...
their criteria seem to be rather
tough. Anyway, here we go:

~ Jolly Rancher
Vision Statement

The Jolly Ranchers devote to forg-
ing an intimate community of people who
encourage each other to pursue the pas-
sion for creative change that comes from
self-understanding. We believe that
careful examination of words and actions
in a compassionate environment results
in more ethical behavior, and happigr,
healthier lives. We desire to overcome
the normative cultural values of capital-
ism, racism, hetero/sexism and any
other “ism” that we find in ourselves, and
that we believe limits our abilities to
communicate effectively, to love our-
selves and each other more deeply, and
to explore effective methods for chal-
lenging those values wherever we find
them. :

Ranchers strive to create a home
environment that promotes our abilities
to be direct, honest and kind, and that
celebrates our complimentariness and
differences. Toward these ends we prac-
tice consensus in all decision making,
and money sharing of all earned income.
We struggle to live more simply. We
share what we have, and encourage
each other to purchase less. We share
vegetarian common meals, tend organic
garden space, and accommodate our
growing knowledge about permacultire
and sustainability. Ranchers endeavor to
work at jobs that are fulfilling, and that
make a beneficial contribution to society,
at all times acknowledging the need for
balance between right livelihood and free
time to learn, rest and nlay.

| ‘ »%Glassary Qf Terms -

Intimacy : The desire to understand others and
to be understood by them. This compassionate
mutual curiosity inspires us to strive to learn the skilis
necessary to hear feedback as a valuable gift given in
love, and to be able to share our feedback in that
same spirit. We believe that this is a difficult and
joyous lifelong project that leads to a more profound
understanding of self and more ‘authentic action in
our community and in the world.

Communication Information about thoughts
and feelings shared honestly immediately and in a
kind manner. Of course, no one can do it successfully
all the time. We have several methodologies, and are
always open to new ones. .

Consensus Changes in the physical plant or pur-
chases with common funds require a proposal and a
discussion (which quite often alters the proposal)
until alt members find the proposal acceptable. This
can take from 5 seconds to quite a long time. Any
member’s dissatisfaction or discomfort with a pro-
posal can result in the defeat of a proposal, and
should result in an in-depth examination of the psy-
chological energy of the members of the group.

Egalitarianism The belief that all individuals
have equal value, equal responsibility to the group
and its processes, and equal access to its benefits. -

Money Sharing -All earned income is de-
posited in a joint account held by members from
which mortgage, bills and household expenses
(including food) are paid. Members are paid an

* hourly wage for their work at a rate decided upon by
- consensus. All work is considered equal, and is paid
. 8t the same rate. As of this writing the rate is $2.50
! per hour.

Unity vs. Unanimity We stand together but we
are not all the same.

Jolly Ranmcheirs

2 2711 S. Elmwood Place #-

Seattle, WA 98144-3131
2064x322+r8071 = JollyRanchers@ic.org
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| came across Rainbow
Circle six years ago because
my friend Harry, an old dog,
had a heart attack in Bristol
and needed to lie on the
Earth. A friendly Bristolian
told me that there was some-
thing called Rainbow Circle
nearby and that Harry would
be safe there. She said that
these Hippies would let us

A beautiful, compassion-
ate man called Paul gave
Harry a healing and was my
‘dad’ for a few hours, even
sitting me on his knee while
I sobbed. Then a lovely
woman brought Harry some
remedies, refusing to be
paid. | think her name was
Gill and 1 can still see her

park up - and they did. That  fece. , e

first field saved Harry's life It's no coincidence that
andgave meamuch-needed  Hamy connected me to this
break from living in my van  group, he was my best mate
by the roadside. and knew what we both

. At SANDHILL there seems to
be quite a lot of getting-on, as
reported by "Soundings” of
Summer 1999:

- Sandhill -——--

by Elke

The winter has had it usual activities - cross country
skiing (first time for Kathy), firewood collection, Wednes-
day night dinners with Dancing Rabbit, ice skating on the
pond (that was Cory and Pam’s first), arts and crafts with
Cory’s playgroup, many delightful guests and visitors, lots
of traveling, collecting and cooking maple sap, several
birthdays (including Ceilee’s 13th!). We also celebrated
Rebecca’s first anniversary as 2 member.

Some ofthe less usual
activities included swim-
ming inthe pond on
December 4, Pam spend-

Foun 574 sk 68| e e ik,
aduilts, 3 children. Laird and Jo unexpectedly
mrcohc_‘!ggt:? inclv.;]de fa;m o | visiting Hearthaven Com-
products (sorghum, tem
and facilitation. Have spge) munity in Kansas City due
for newmembers, to auto failure, Carol
conducting a contact

improv session, Pamand French killing a possum in the
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WHAT RAINBOW CIRCLE MEANS TO ME.

. and sorghum. The

Rainbow Circle.gives me
contact with our Earth, and
also freedom from the isol-
ation from which | have
always suffered - that's
because I've been on the out-
side of the dominating vam-
pire culture in which we all
have to strive outside of the
sheitering fields. It's some-
where where | can talk and

needed. The Celebration of sing about my dreams of
Life camp re-tumed me into Animal Rights with every-
my hunger to be on the land one. L )
and my need to be with loving I tidied and beaut-
humans. fied the space and picked

Animals have always
been my guides, my friends

flowers for the tables. |
found | could talk to people

and one of my greatest about the violation going on
sorrows oo, ‘cos they are alf around us, and to the
forced to receive everything

Earth Herself,

: | am still hooked on Rain-
bow Circle, my involvement
increasing with each season,
and things are getting better
inside me.

we put out, and most of it is
negative and excruciating for
them. We are only just
beginning to realise what we
do to other humans and 1o

ourselves. ( no signature '

henhouse, a life drawing session (partly at least due to
Tony the visitor’s motivation), Jo and Kathy making sushi,
Lindsey’s brother Ashley coming to see us, and French
hauling the schoolbus out ofthe snow and mud with our
little tractor. '

The biggest event is not a particularly happy one. Sugar
Shack, the building where we process our sorghum, honey
and maple syrup, caught on fire. We caught it in time so
that with the help of'the Rutledge volunteer fire )

department, it didn’t burn to the ground. There is
extensive damage to . -
two-walls and the roof,
and we lost some tools

biggest loss may be to
our building projects,
the new residence and
the greenhouse. Re-
building Sugar Shack
before we collect honey
in July willhaveto be a
high priority. '
Our tempeh business
continues to grow. It is
becoming quite chic in
Columbia, MO. One
nntural foods restnurant  PYS SN K
features itontheir merw. | Sandhull bell. aflernvon womsmer |




Somethmg entirely new seems to be going
on in Poland, as expressed by the "BARGE OF

HOPE®" of Barke,

excerpted from

“Shalom

Connections” of Fall 1999:

Barka: Building
Community with
Poland’s Rejects

—Linas Brown
Reba Place Fellowship

How we learned about Barka: Our
daughter, Chris, is the representative of
Young Life in Poland. She teachesina
Catholic girls school in Poznan, a large
city with many homeless and
unemployed. lts 650,000 are
recovering from the collapse of the
Communist State. Each year Chris has
the joy and the great responsibility to
select one Polish student who will come
under Young Life sponsorship to spend
a year with a Christian family in the U.S.
This year Eva stood out among <.
hundreds of applicants from all over .. )

. Poland. She is the daughter of one of
the founders of Barka, an amazing
community movement that our
daughter was eager to tell us about.
This is what we have learned about
Barka.

Two Psychiatrists join those “not
making it:” In 1983 Tomacz and
Barbara Sadowski, both qualified
psychiatrists working in Polish-
hospitals, felt they could not address
the problems of their patients while
working within the State system. They
left their jobs and began fiving and .
working among people forced to live on
the margins of society, people who
were homeless, unemployed, mentally
ill, or otherwise "not making it." The
Sadowskis’ first conviction is that every
single person is of value. Their aim is
to rebuild lives of people rejected by
"normal society” and help them to
achieve self-respect.

A “barge” for the city’s refuse;
After begging and borrowing from
friends, they took over a derelict
school in 1989. This became home
for the Sadowskis, their three
children, and fourteen others, all
unemployed and homeless. They
supported themselves by growing
and marketing fruit, vegetables and
flowers. This became the first
property of the Foundation for the
Promotion of Mutual Help which they
nick-named Barka, after the barge
that is used o remove refuse from
Polish cities.

Today there are seven more Barka
communities in Poland. Their
properties total more than two square
miles ranging in size from a city block
to large farm tracts. These tracts
include a former school, a coal yard
office, abandoned barracks, farm
buildings, industrial shops and
factories, and a country mansion.

Teaching self-help with community
support: The Foundation for the
Promotion of Mutual Help aims to

- create a complete life for its
" membership. Housing and food are

only the start of a fuller life. A
program of reeducation equips many

to make better contributions to )
society. Help Is available to afiy Who

- are in need, whether members of Barkz

or not. But people addicted to drugs or
alcohol may not live in Barka property.

Shalom Cohnections 114
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Barka has created an
impressive network of collaboration
among NGO's in Poland and Western
Europe. Soacial problems solved by
ordinary citizens is a novel idea
catching on in a country where state
control has fallen away and the free
market has big holes in its safety net. O

in KOMMUNJA we
found this exciting
plece signed by UWE

Catastrophy at the

. HOLLERHOF: on May éth,
a fire burned up the

roof and large parts of

the buildings. A resident,

woken up by the flames,

succeeded in waking all

the others, so nobody

was hurt. But the
planned + communes
--meeting cannot take

place here!

Spontaneously,
Koemmune "Country and
Freedom" at Hagen-
Gruenden of fered to
held the meeting on the
plann_ed date at their
place. The problem is
that: many of their
residents are away
during the preparation

periecd. 1t would be
helpful if people from
other groups could
come earlier to help..
’ :’“-' ~d, 0
. }.?.5‘7-.

" KOMMUNJA has no fixed
address: Every issue is
edited and printed by
another German Comune.




Whoever has lived in community (including Kibbutz), must
necessarily be aware of the "Carpooi Syndrome® of aimost every
collective way of life. From the “LEAVES OF TWIN OAKS" No.92,
of Spring 2000, we lift the following little pearl of a story, which
should be entitled "A Truck called Utofia™:

T LR

Our delivery truck UTOFIA was totaled
after going into a ditch and hitting a tree
this spring. It was a '95, with only 36,000
mules on it. Nobody got hurt. Shopping
has begun for a replacement.

We were saddened but not
~surprised when TUVAR, the trusty 'S8
Corolla, finally died during the hard
winter of 99-00. Doctor Inge said it was

probably a cracked head or block, but we.

all knew it was just old age.
S LS r Cies 2 ey fI e

"

More shocking was the sudden
violent demise of JEZEBEL. She was
struck down in the prime of life ('93
model with only 202,997 mostly highway
miles) by an unfortunate impact with a
car in front of it, Again, no one was hurt,
at least physically. An impromptu sharing
circle helped members deal with their
feelings, and with questions such as why
the universe allows bad things happen to
good cars?

The question then arose of whether
to replace just one cor both lost cars.
Back in 1996 we had added an exira car
to our fleet! The queistion of how many
cars we really need was an excellent
hammock-shop meeting opportunity. We
had snacks, played car songs out loud
before the meeting and during the break,
anf talked car issues for two hours (plus
made a bunch of hammocks, of course).

These days, with population down
and community income falling short, it
made sense to most people to replace
only one car and its going to be a
brand-new Corolla. Next we have to
name it.
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J Leafing

2 through many
communities’ publications, | often
get an uncomfortable “white”
feeling: we don't seem to hear
much about blck communes,
although it would make a lot of
sense. 8o | was enchanted to
discover "We Belonged”™ by Elsie
Perry Payne in the "COMMUNITY

JOURNAL™ of Fall 1999:

n the Black community, family
meant everything. We didn’t
belong just to our own family. We
belonged to the community. The
whole community was our family. It
was just a feeling we all had, about
each other. I'm not sure I have the
words to express it. It's just that we
all cared for each other. We were
close to each other. We had this
feeling of togetherness. We all felt it.
It was just natural, to feel that
way. It was how we lived. We’d go to
each other’s houses, just to be there
together. And if you were there when
it came time to eat supper, you just
naturally sat down at the table and
everybody ate supper together.

home, if it was dark,

out for each other.

bo;hood.

Let’s top off this Kaleidoscope
with a sweet little cartoon, straight
out of the "Jolly Ranchers” folder -
representing some (mostly
repressed) longings of quite a few
community members: '

w€ WIVE 1Y
W SVpVRes?

CLAVSTBOPH
STERITY -

9_\'(':[55’7_;
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We Belonged

made sure you got home all right.

They might walk you home. Not that ?
there was anything dangerous out ;
there. There wasn’t. But it was dark, . |
and they were looking out for you. All |
the people of our community looked |

We were in our own little world. !
Growing up, it seemed to me like the |

whole world was right here, in these
five or six blocks of our little neigh-

w ofuéMAN‘f LAWN MOWER

DOES MY HEART JQemesBER TR TINKLE

7 ~ORIGWALLY.] POUND VITH [ alt TH' 4 0F A GOOD 7 Too iy s’
BUT WEVE { LOMGING § DE- Y DARK P HUMORZ \CE, 7\ pp yuciian
Lonp ouTsRous] SIRE WHENEVER / WEIRDNESS iﬂ%ﬁbzs‘c e\ NIGRTAAZE
(TS STUTIRINGD | SEE A 3~ & LURKNIE JUST, FAREFUES | SEFORE |
oBie| BeoROOM, 2- ENEATH o A LATE

BATH PANCH7/ W' SURFALE

- Main Street was “up
there”—just two or three blocks up
the street, but we never went up there.
Everything we needed was right here
at home, in our own little neighbor-
hood. Everything. Family. Friends.
School. Church. Everything we
needed!

And if there was ever anything
anybody didn’t have that they needed
it was provided. We shared things. If
you had something others didn’t have,
you shared it with them. You just did
that naturally. Nobody had to ask.
Nobody thought twice about it. It was
what we thought we were supposed to
do. It was what we were there for.

]

And when it came time to go

Oh, I remember~—it all comes
back—really good times when I was a
child. I remember our Sunday school
picnics, everyone sharing what they’d
bring in their picnic baskets. We'd
gather together, and people would
© laugh and talk, and we’d play all
. kinds of games. Everyone was
together in one big family, a big
close-knit family that we all were part
of. ‘

We belonged to each other.

well, the people

BY ELSIE PERRY PAYNE = COMMUNITY JOURNAL FALL 1999

3

So long! SHALOM !
Yours - JOEL DORKAM

2108 )
PLEASE QE-
L6afE ME,

No...l JVIT

THeN WHY X ponT you REMEMBER
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CHANGES ON THE KiBBUTZ - FOR BETTER OR WOR

A significant change, without any general previous planning, took place at the level of

the nation-wide movements. There are three national organizations: the United -
Kibbutz movement with 170 kibbutzim and cooperative settlements and 80,000 AT
people; Kibbutz Artzi with 85 and 38,000 and Kibbutz Dati (Religious) with 16 and %@
6500. Until the 1980s crisis they were central in forming the image and determining 1429 5[5\
the life-style of the individual kibbutz. They had both economic means and channels »b;
of political influence. With the crisis, however, the two larger movements lost most of /

their material assets and their influence on individual kibbutzim diminished greatly, 4 ,/ '1
so that they were barely involved in the change processes. Indeed, they were bormne | ) *‘
along to a great extent by grassroots' initiatives, offering neither organization nor L
ideological direction. These tow movements are now on the eve of amalgamation, sf=fed—
‘since time and changing outside circumstances and internal developments have ===
blurred their special characteristics. - ' )

, Changes and adaptations, going on at a rate and to an extent that varies from one
kibbutz to another, prove what was said earlier, namely, that the next decade will see
various cooperative communities with different degrees of communality, all of which
will be called kibbutzim. Those that retain at least common ownership of property,
and an acceptable degree of solidarity and cohesion among their members will have
the right to bear that name.

ADVANTAGES AND DRAWBACKS OF CHANGE

All changes in the kibbutz take place slowly, after long deliberation, decisions usually
being taken only after a vote with a special majority of more than 55%. In very few
kibbutzim were there sharp confrontations and a social crisis, and where they were,
there has been severe and arbitrary infringement of the rights of the minority, of the
old pioneers and of the weak. Frequently the Registrar of Cooperative Societies
(responsible for all such) serves them as a shield against gross violation of
cooperative regulations, including of the kibbutzim. ‘ -

Some regard the changes as a revolution, albeit not a total one. Others see in them not
merely adaptations to changing circumstances and new norms, but a change in vah.les. '
With changes still going on apace, it seems too early to judge. Indeed, there is a .
danger that certain kibbutzim, striving to adjust and adapt, will cease to be

- cooperative communities and carry out a total revolution. There is a danger that in the
stress laid on material matters enroute to economic rehabilitation, those of the spirit
will be lost.
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The emphasis on individualism sometimes makes it more extreme, and
therefore a challenge to collective cohesiveness. On the other hand, without placing
more responsibility on the individual for earning a living, for the common welfare,
angd for greater efficiency, productivity and profits, the kibbutz could not extricate
itself from the economic crisis. Without greater openness towards individuals’
ambitions to make use of their talents and training, one cannot assure that young
people, born and raised in the kibbutz, will return to the kibbutz after military service
and university studies. Hence the need for divergence from traditional occupations,
organization and management, for openness to innovative ideas and initiatives,
abandoning rigid thought patterns that so often lead to social and economic
stagnation. The great test of the kibbutz in the coming years is not whether it will
overcome the crisis -- some say it has already done that -- but whether it will emerge
stronger, better adapted to new environmental conditions, and able to confront the
social, economic and technological challenges of the 21st century.

The experience of the kibbutz, and even more so, the ways the kibbutz may choose to
extricate itself from the recent crisis, can serve as an example for cooperative
movements throughout the world. First of all, one should determine whether the
difficulties of the egalitarian, comprehensive production and consumption
cooperative, that is also a life-style (the kibbutz model), do not in fact indicate that the
idea is too ambitious to carry out. By contrast, the existence of the kibbutz for almost
a century indicates the possibility that difficulties may have arisen from chance
combinations of circumstances that, occurring simultaneously, almost defeated the
kibbutz. The strength that kibbutzim have found within themselves in their efforts to
emerge from the crisis and their determination to continue as cooperative
communities (though with varying degrees of cooperation), are positive proof that the. -
cooperative idea in general has not failed. The solidarity, that is the basis of
cooperation, is the message of hope for modern society, split as it is iato -
individualistic-egoistic fragments, and a barrier against social disintegration.

Erverpte from an Article by Bl Avrahami (Kibbutz Palmachim)

= o

New updated Directorys

now availiable
Quarterly, $18 year. 56 single issue. Call 1-800-462-8240 or order
Communities, 138-S, Twin Oabs Rd, Louisa VA 23093; 540-894-5798 ’ through our website at

http://diretory.ic.org/order/
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L’Arche International Federation
Communities for the Mentally Handicapped

by Marty O’Malley and Lisa Cigliana

There is a facet of the intentional communities movement that
serves people with mental or physical disabilities. Two interna-
tional networks of such communities are the Camphill commu-
nities and the L'Arche International Federation. There are also
communities for the disabled that are not part of a specific net-
work, such as Innisfree community in Virginia. )

community in which people with men-
tal handicaps live with nonhandi-
capped people in a family-like environ-
4 # ment. We are part of the L’Arche

International Federation, in which there are 110 commu-
" nities in 27 countries.

We see our mission as: (1) creating a home where
faithful relationships based on forgiveness and celebration
are nurtured; (2) revealing the unique values and vocation
of each person; and (3) changing society by choosing to
live in community as a sign of hope and love.

In Mobile, we've welcomed 19 people with handicaps,
and most have multiple handicaps. For example, some
have mental retardation and seizure disorders, or they
might be blind and can’t walk. In addition, 17 have come
from state institutions and there is little or no family con-
tact, so we quite literally become family. We try to live like

brothers and sisters.
Nonhandicapped people (assistants) are an integral

part of the team at I’Arche. They can be more-or-less-

permanent residents, and are often people who have had
some sort of career and want a lifestyle change. We've had
a chemist, a lawyer, a teacher, and nurses. Here in Mobile,
Twoof us have been here over five years. Another group of
people that we attract are those who stay from one to
three years, and they are usually recent college graduates
who want to live in our community before getting into a
career. Finally, we attract people who are either in school
or haven’t yet started school. They want to stay a year or
less, similar to an internship or a summer program.

In terms of administration, our boird 6f directors takes
«care of the policies and procedures. The communi
‘council is responsible for the quality of life of the com-
munity. Donations make up about a third of our operat-
ing expenses. Not all U'Arche communities are that way;
some are government-funded. , ,

L’Arche Mobile is a part of the I’Arche Intérnational
Federation. On an international level, the federation
addresses issues such as our spirituality, retaining assis-
tants long term, looking at issues that affect LArche glob-
ally as well as health insurance and recruitment. Within

'ARCHE IS A CLOSE-KNIT CHRISTIAN
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Working together can give community members a strong
feeling of connection and of belonging.

the United States, we are linked to communides in
Jacksonville, Florida; Kansas City, Kansas; and Clinton,
Towa. These communities sponsor retreats for people
with handicaps and also offer orientations in the I’Arche
philosophy to assistants.

For those interested in learning more about L’Arche,
our founder, Jean Vanier, has written numerous books; his
most sought-after title, which we view almost as a “bible”
of living in commounity, is Community and Growth. The
late author Fr. Henri Nouwen lived in a I’Arche commu-~

nity for several years, and his book T¥e Road o Daybreak
tells of his experiences.

Resources

D'Arche Mobile, 151 South Ann St, Mobile AL 36604,
USA. Email: larchmob@acan.net
http://www2.acan.net/~larchmob/

LUArche Canada
http://www.larchecanada.org/

Camphill Association of North America, 2 24 Nantmeal
Rd, Glenmoore PA 19343, USA. Tel: 6 10-469-6162.
Email: information@camphillassociation.org
hetp://www.camphillassociation.org/

Camphill Communities, Britain and Ireland,
heep://www.camphill.org-uk/ :



Creating Our Commune

down in Berkeley, daydreaming
about living in community, we
assumed that we could choose the
people we wanted to live with. When
we said “commune” we imagined a
small group of people, formally
accepting or rejecting new members.
We expected that each person or
couple would probably build a private
shelter in addition to the communal
main house. We didn’t explicitly say
this is what we’re going to do, but as I
recall fragments of casual conversa-
tion I think that’s what we all had in
mind.

That isn’t how things have
worked out here at all. As we began
to live in the country, as our minds
relaxed, as we experienced what we
had previously only imagined, some
of us began to react in new ways.

ple arrive here in all sorts of

ways. They are hitchhiking and

L one of us picks them up. They
are lookmg for their friends who are
living someplace around here. They
are driving around (“I have my car
fixed up so I can sleep in it”) just for
the fun of visiting places. They are
old friends of ours from back in the
city. Some people arrive saying, “T’d
like to find out about joining the
commune.” They dor’t stay. Some:-
people arrive saying, “I’d like to stay
here overnight.” Somenmes they wmd
up living here.

- Each person who walks up the

- driveway gets-adiffereni veception.
Some people are welcomed, some are
chased away, and I can’t exactly say

n the sixties, when we were living .

with some people who were friends of
friends of friends, but that’s not
enough to explain the welcome they
got. They waiked in the door, and all
of a sudden we were all high, and
everyone was hugging everyone else
and saying hello.

I don’t know why it happened
that way. They were on a three week
vacation from the city; Mike was
about to start law school and Joan was
working in a lawyers office in San

. Francisco. They had planned to ravel

around, but then they decided that
they’d rather spend their three weeks
with us. After they’d been here a
while they went to every member of
the community, saying, “We’d like to
live here, how would you feel about
it?” -

It was September, we were all
worrying about the approaching
winter, and the communal building
that had not been built. No one told
them, “No, go away.” They went back
to the city, Joan gave her boss notice,
Mike got a year’s leave from school.
They are here now.

‘Will and Claudia—I"m not sure
that I have it right, but I think that
they came here because Claudia was
an old friend of Mary who was an old
friend of Mark—who had been his
girlfriend in high school. When they -
arrived Mark and Anne had already. "

left, but of course we told them to I

potatoes together whlle I told her how :

worn out I was by strangefaces all:the

] ‘nme,imwmyhearthadfémm

down when I saw another strange car
(theirs) pulling up the driveway. -

BY ELAINE SUNDANCER

—

They had been living in a
communal household that had been
busted and broken up. Now they
were travelling in an old enormous
Chevy car, looking for a place to live,
but not very uptight aboutit. Claudia
was forceful, competent, energetic, a

i Jewish Leo with black kinky hair that

i

she wore in an Afro. Will was a
Cancer, gentle, shy, with a nervous
giggle whenever he was unsure of
himself, which was always.

They came with us a few days
later when we went to spend the day
at Mountaintop. I watched Will
cuddling Steven on his lap, and said
how good it looked to see him being
so comfortable with his son. “Oh,
he’s not my son,” he said with a little
nervous giggle. “Claudia and I have
only been together for a year. His
father lives down in Chico.” Before
supper we all gathered, holding hands
around a circle, to chant. Will was on
my right. When the chanting ended, I
was still sitting with my eyes closed,
and I felt him kiss my hand.

How did it happen? I don’t know
how it happened. Will and Claudia
were visiting us,.and they felt good,
and after a while they weren’t
visiting. They were just family.

This anticle-is excérpted from Celcry

Wine: Story of a Country. Com:zpune

’ byElameSundancer Copsesofkke

why. Mike and Joan arrived the night Somehow, while I told her thls, we book are aveilable fmm Commwuty :
of the August full moon.- They came gottobe fnends . Service, Inc:.
" Quotable quotes from George Bernard Shaw: N

by exammatlon marks."”
A\ i

"My schooling not only failed to teach me what it professed to be teaching, but pre-
vented me from being educated to an extent which infuriates me when | think of all | might
have learned at home by myselfl”

"With nothing but academic degrees, the most erudite graduates may be noodles
and ignoramuses. The vital dn‘ference between reading and experience is not measurable

)/
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CENTER OF ACTIVITY IN ISR&EL

Last November, a small delegation of the INTEGRIERTE GEMEINDE
from Germany went to Kibbutz Tzuba mnear Jerusalem, to take part in a
meeting of the "Urfeld Circle”. This circle - an association of religious and
secular Jews and members of the Catholic Integrated Community - has held
many meetings and serves as a forum for the mutual exchamnge of views,
reflections and traditions and their significance in our time

The highpoint of the day was
a joint wvisit to  "Bet
Shalmon" in Motza (near
Jerusalem), the House com-
memorating Shlomo Shalmon
- one of the founders and
initiaters of the Urfeld Circle
(who was for many years
secretary of the I.C.D.),
which the Gemeinde has
acquired reccatly, to serve as
a (partly international)
meeting place and center of
activity in Israel.

This was not yet
the inauguration ceremony, but the
occasion was comparable to it - the
cheerful mood, the approval of the site
and the size of the building - and as a
first encounter with neighbors. As a
matter of fact, all were surprised as to
the well-chosen locality, the large
garden, the spacious house. Some
brought presents, some sent congratu-
lations, true joy was felt all around.

The "Circle" meeting discussed the
aims and purpose of the new center in
Motza. All in all, it is to be a place
where the Circle's spirit has its
homestead in the assembly of Jews and
Christians, where shared awareness of
and responsibility for - to use Shlomo
Shalmon's words - "a pertinent, truly
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humane life-style, permeated with
belief" ,will be kept awake and ready to
face consequences together.

The impulse to establish the
Integrierte Gemeinde, some 50 years
ago, was the shock after the Holocaust,
which led to a root-taking in
Jewishness as a pre-condition for the
true way of Catholicism. The Old
Testament became the most important
textbook; we re-discovered that belief
and life cannot be separate worlds.

Tamas Csopf & Arnold Stotzel

( From "Gemeinde Heute" )
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From 8th to 11th of November
GENtie POWER MEETS iN DAMANHUR

CENtie Power
‘Women,
Community
and the Earth

More information
What is
Damanhur?

Damanfur's
phifcsopiiy

Damanhur's
Aistory

Wanting to five
in Damanhur?

Oherto Airaudi’s
Biography

Founded in 1977, Damanhuris
an internationally renowned
center for spiritual research.
Situated in Valchiusella Valley,
in the Alpine foothills of
northern italy. Damanhuris a
Federation of Communities and
Regions with over 800 citizens,
a social and political structure. a
Constitution, 40 economic
activities, its own currency.
schools and a daily paper.

The result of over twenty Leaming to
years of work. A hidden: live through
underground temple of play.

4,000 cu. metres, carved = Embracing

by hand out of the rock. " change

Rich in mosaic, glass,
painting and sculpture, _
with the largest Tiffany
cupola in the world.

and living the moment.
Exploring every
opportunity for
transformation.

Is it possible to travel in Meditation .24 - In a historical period in

Time? in %? = which peoples and

The Federation of Damanhur : 2" races are disappearing

Damanhur is noted all  signifies = =™ and humanity is losing

over the world for its more than - its history and diversity.

extraordinary just a technigue. Damanhur has created

experiments in Time Meditation is a way of a human group with its

which border on Science conducting our own own

Fiction. existence according to  artistic.philosophical
spiritual principles. and social expression
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Dear Sol, _
How are you all. we look forward to future connections with you and any
kibbutzniks. We are still grateful for Gur's visit here, thanks for sending
him to be with us.

Wehave just returned from the August 11-13 Children's Festival in our New
Meadow Run Bruderhof which was a truly historic event. We were specially
happy to have two representatives from lsrael with us. | think they enjoved
it very much and may one day write an article about it. They are mentioned
in the article from the Cleveland Plain Dealer that | attach at the end of

this report.

It was a wonderfully harmonious and joyful event. Can you imagine
children from 42 different countries of different cultures, languages, color
and religions? We had children from Cuba, Bosnia, Tibet, Nepal, England,
Ireland, Puerto Rico, Germany, Israel, Haiti, and Mexico etc..

Best wishes and shalom to all our friends, From: Martin Johnson <mjohnson@bruderhof.com>

And little children led them in protest Death penalty foes stage youth crusade
Monday, August 14, 2000 By KAREN R.LONG  PLAIN DEALER REPORTER = GLEVELAND OH.

WAYNESBURG, Pa. - Hundreds of girls and boys, enlisted in a children’s crusade against the death penalty,
clutched yellow balloons yesterday as they marched past tense police perched on motorcycles outside a ‘
maximum-security prison here. As the children filed by, police turned their backs to show their distaste for
the Children’s Crusade 2000, a rally organized by the Bruderhof, a pacifist Christian community long
opposed to the death penalty. The line of motorcycle police and the wave of marching children graphically
illustrated how the divide over capital punishment shows signs of becoming an- election issue this year.

Most of the children came from the nine Bruderhof communities in the United States, England and Australia.
Others were bused in from progressive organizations in Pittsburgh and New York and other parts of the nation
. The Bruderhof, which means "Place of Brothers," also flew in youngsters from Cuba and Haiti.

"Half of those kids don’t understand what’s going on," muttered Pittsburgh policeman Bud Leaver. Bat 10-
year- old Arynn Dvir, an Israeli from a kibbutz, asserted that she did. "If killing is a sin, then we should stop
the death penalty,” she said. : : 4

The Bruderhof, with about 2,500 members worldwide, pride themselves on being child-centered. They
started the children’s crusades three years ago-as 2 way of teaching peace. Surrounded by, country music
stations and a stock-car racing track, the Bruderhof run two reclusive communes in rural southeastern
Pennsylvania.  The communes, called New Meadow Run and Spring Valley, are about 40 miles from the
Pennsylvania State Correctjonal Institution in Greene County. The Bruderhof bring their children, as young
as 8, to visit some of the 1,800 inmates, said Sharon L. D’Eletto, assistant to the superintendent.

As we had no room large enough to hold over 1000 people we had put A e
up a large tent where we had all of our mealtimes. Every occasion was used E‘f N

for performances of all kinds, dances by children and singers like Pete
Seeger | N
Asked if the protesting children, some as young as 4, were being used to promote a political cause,
Bruderhof elder Johann Arnold was taken aback. "This is not a political statement," he stressed. "You write
that down. We.come at it from a religious angle. God is a God of life, not death." ' -
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Letter to the Editor
A HEARTFELT CALL TO THE MIND AND THE HEART

No doubt you all are concerned about the tragic events in our area, as screen-
ed daily all over the world. We Kibbutzniks feel it even more deeply, because we
live here in the Middle East, and among those "villainous" Israeli soldiers are
our sons. What does not appear on your TV are the basic facts behind the
conflict, and I want to present you with my view of the situation

# The only reason that there is no Palestinian state next to Israel is the fact that the
Arabs rejected (while the Jews accepted) the UN Partition decision of 1947.

# In the 19 years of Arab rule over the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, there was no
move whatsoever to set up a Palestinian state, and during all that period, no Israelis
were permitted by the Arabs to worship at the Western (Wailing) Wall, Judaism's
holiest site.

# The only reason that the West Bank was occupied by Israel was the Jordanian attack
on Jerusalem during the Six Day War, despite Israel's plea to the King of Jordan to
keep out of the conflict. Then, when the Old City of Jerusalem was captured, Israel of
its own free will handed religious controlof the Temple Mount back to the Moslem
authorities.

# At no time ever was Jerusalem the capital of an Arab or Muslim country or empire.
Jerusalem's status among Jews is obvious from even a brief perusal of the Old
Testament or a Jewish prayer book.

# In the course of history, many movements have resisted occupation. None - since
perhaps the Children's Crusade - have allowed their children to be in the forefront of
their struggle.

L
I am not claiming that justice is only on our side. Like most Israelis, I say YES to
our withdrawal from most of the "occupied territories" and YES to an independent
Palestinian state, under the condition that Israel's security is assured. No country can
agree to commit suicide - and I mean the word literally.

Never was the possibility of peace greater tham just before the outbreak of the
recent Arab uprising. But the Palestinian leadership chose violence over
negotiations. Behind it all lurks, in my view, the fact that Arab leaders are afraid
of what could happen if peace does break out. Israel, despite all its limitations, is
a terrifying threat to them, with its democracy, freedom of speech and press,
equality of the sexes and progress.

Let's hope for peace soon - and work for it!
Yours - Sol Etzioni, Kibbutz Tzora

(Your comments will be most welcome!)
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Maria Folling-Albers
Werner Folling

Entstehung - En’rwicklung -
Verdnderung

Die Kibbutzim bilden die weltweit groBie egalitare Kom-
munebewegung, die auch utopisch-sozialistische Ideen
weitgehend realisiert hat. Sie sind zugleich padagogi-
sche Laboratorien, die ideen der Neuen Erziehung bzw.
‘Reformpadagogik zu einem einzigartigen Konzept der
Kollektiverziehung verdichtet haben und dies immer
wieder den veranderten Realitdten anpassen missen.
Der Band gibt einen historischen und systematischen
Uberblick sowoh! iiber das soziale Experiment Kibbutz*
als auch Gber dessen Erziehungskonzepte und -institu-
tionen sowie dber die empirisch erforschien Einflisse
der Kollektiverziehung auf das Verhalten und die Person-
lichkeitsentwicklung der Kinder und Jugendlichen.
Dariiber hinaus werden die Krisen- und Transformations-
prozesse der letzten Jahre in einer aktuellen Standort-
bestimmung des Kibbutz und seiner Erziehungseinrich-

ITZ &ND
COLLECTIVE

EDUCATION

Dr. Maria Foelling Albers
Dr. Werner Albers

For 30 years now, ithe authors
have been following closely the
deveiopmenis of the Kibbutz
educational system. In their book
they raise historic and sociological
issues, as well as pedagogic and
psychological questions of collec-
five child rearing in Kibbuiz schools
and children houses. They also
discuss in depth the (ever-
changing) situation of women and

tungen untersucht.

2080/20901
Edited by Saroh Bunker, Chris Coates,
Daovid Hodgson and Joagihan Hoiz

1 you're considering joining or seltingupan | -

intentional commenity (or even just
fantusising) then DED is the best place to
start. This is the definitive guide fo
communal iving 6t the dawn of the 21st
century! The bock contains: .z X
b A m'déq‘@gety of artides i
b Hilaross amioons .o
b Comprekensive directory of UK communes |
with an edditional overseus sedion

PLUS .. A FREE COPY of How to Do It for
every reader - previously prinfed
information ﬁhmﬂse%hngupnndmmnga
commuaity Now combined in this
separate booldet,

Diguers & Dreamers 2000/0] has an
up-to-date communes directory and
loads of new articles.

fcm:xily on Kibbutz.

2z
€

Eurotopla Directory of Intentional Communes and Ecovxllages
in Europe

The German language edition of "Eurotopia-Directory of Intentional
Communities and Ecovillages in Europe was published in May 2000 and
an English language edition is now in preparation. We hope to be able to

~ publish it in November/December 2000.

EUROTOPIA is the European directory for living in community. It contains
addresses and information of communities all over Europe. Despite a great
variety in social, polital, economic, spiritual and ecological values they share
the commitment of living cooperatively and self-organized. By realizing
their own vision these people try to answer the need for social, ecological,
economic and political change in this world. Eurotopia gives answers to
many of your questions about communal and cooperative living such as:
Where am I welcome as a working guest? What are the national, European
and international community-related networks? How do I visit (and not
visit!) a community? Where can I find a vegan permaculture project centred
on spirituality in Finland? What about L"Arche in France? How can I join
a community? Where can I find more information on cooperanve and
communal living?... ..
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Danie! Gauron

April 2000, 320 pages
1SBN 0-8476-9526-3 cloth ./ $19.95
(20% OFF LIST PRICE!)

Part: What Happened?
Degania: Starting Out

The Kibbutz

Awakening from Utopia

By Daniel Gavron

Foreword by Howard Fast

“An important historical study, a book that will be read and reread for
years to come. I know of no book that equals it as a study of the Kibbutz
movement. No student of Israel should be without tiis book. It is inspir-
ing and quite wonderful.” —Howard Fast

“The kibbutz movement produced a miracle. Yet even miracles cannot
ignore changing times. Having had the privilege of being a kibbutz mem-
ber for many years, I know that the savor of the experience never fades.
Daniel Gavron has written an amazing stery about a living wonder.”
~—Shimon Peres

As time goes by and the list of publications dealing with the kibbutz crisis
grows longer and longer, I have often asked myself what can possibly be
added to what has already been said on the subject. Therefore it was
with some scepticism that I started reading this book. The surprise was
almost immediate. The author has not written a scientific research on
the subject but has chosen instead to investigate 10 kibbutzim in detail
and in focussing on them, he has produced an intimate investigation which
only heightens the interest in the material.

Gavron has succeeded in writing an important historical study of the
kibbutz movement. Beginning with Degania, the first kibbutz, and then
Givat Brenner, Hasolelim, Neve Yam and Hatzerim, the book exposes the
multi-dimensional face of the kibbutz up to the prese;f time and includes
kibbutzim that continue to enjoy economic and social success to those
which are facing the most serious challenge to date - the question of
their survival. Gavron interviews veterans who are witnessing the collapse
of their dream and he listers to youngsters who have rejected the vision
of their parents.

DANIEL GAVRON, a former kibbutznik, brings a keen and sensitive eye
to the current revolution in the Israeli kibbutz. It is an excellent read
for kibbutz lovers and worriers!

Yaakov Setter (\CS A EMU\/\

Part: What Went Wrong?
The Collapse of 1985
The Limits of Education

Part: Faces of the Future
Maagan Michael: Divorce Settlement

Givat Brenner: Flagship in Stormy Seas Kfar Ruppin: Capitalist Kibbutz
Hasolelim: Repairs in Mid-Flight Ein Tzurim: No Immunity
Neve Yam: Surviving Collapse Tammuz: Urban Commune
Hatzerim: Proving it Can Work Samar: Toubhing Utopia
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